Glies, UK) column and eluted with ethanol and detected by TLC developed with petroleum ether/acetone (3:2) and visualized under UV light at 254 nm (Rf ¼ 0.46) to give a subfraction. The subfraction was further isolated by semipreparative HPLC (Agilent 1100 instrument, Agilent, Palo Alto, CA, USA; C18 column: Zorbax SB-C18, Agilent, 9.4 Â 250 mm, 5 mm) using CH 3 CN/H 2 O (40:60) with a flow rate of 1.5 ml min À1 at a room temperature to give compound 1 (t R 37.80 min, 3.5 mg).
Compound 1 was isolated as colorless oil. Its molecular formula was determined to be C 27 H 41 NO 6 S by the HRESIMS m/z 506.2572 [M-H] À , (calcd for C 27 H 40 NO 6 S, 506.2582), indicating 8 degrees of unsaturation. Compound 1 is thus an isomer of epothilone B. The UV spectrum of 1 showed absorption maxima at 248 nm. The IR spectrum indicated the presence of hydroxyl (3436 cm À1 ) and carbonyl (1636 cm À1 ) groups. In the 1 H NMR spectrum (Table 1) Epothilone O (1) was evaluated for cytotoxic activity against human lung carcinoma A549 using the CCK-8 colorimetric method as described previously. 10 Bioassay result showed that compound 1 was cytotoxic with an IC 50 of 7.9 mg ml À1 .
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